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(Abstract)

‘Jongd as a Metaphor and Migrating ‘Aunt Bacchus”

The Politics of Prostitution Space in Jongno 3ga, Seoul

Yi, Hee Young*

This study analyzes discourses on “Jongno 3-ga,” known as an old prostitution
area in Seoul, and explores its social significance. According to the results of this
study, social discourses surrounding “Jongno 3-ga,” called Jong3 from the 1950s to
the present, have mostly been constructed on the basis of ‘essentialized’ hate
utterances and the social expulsion of prostitutes. Jongsam in the 1950s and 1960s
changed from a “Special District” of prostitution in women to Jong3, where street
prostitution of women in their 1950s and 1970s continued after the 1990s. ‘Jong3’ is
now an area in which male groups, called “Husbands of women in Jongsam,” who
shared the pleasure of misogyny in post-war Jongsam, are exerting gender power in
their old age. After the enactment of the Special Law on Sex Trade 2004, “Aunt
Bacchus” has become the subject of official crackdowns and punishments. In
addition, prostitutes have been out of the interest of the women's movement, which
was reignited in 2018. And to conclude, Jong3 is a place that indicates the failure of
governmental and social prostitution policies in Korea over recent decades.

Key words: Jongno 3-ga, misogyny, discourse analysis, Aunt Bacchus, Prostitution
policy

* Professor, Department of Sociology and Center for Multiculturalism and Social
Policy, Daegu University.



